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From that first night so long ago, Christmas has always been about giving, about sharing, and about spreading to 
others the good news of God’s favor. I feel very honored and grateful for the way that the Lord has favored me 
and allowed me the opportunity of serving Him, together with you. In the spirit of Christmas, you have given 
and shared with me graciously. This letter simply comes as a means of thanking all of you for your recent gifts. 
They are very appreciated! 
 
My prayer for all of you is to have a meaningful and joyous Christmas this season. May the love, hope and peace 
of Christ shine brightly in your heart and life. And may you continue to be used to spread the good news of 
God’s favor to all with whom you come in contact. 
 
Merry Christmas, 
Pastor Tim 

With the New Year fast approaching, the year 2009 is soon to be only a memory. Before each of us lies a fork in 
the road...an opportunity to effect what the next year of our life will be like. I encourage you to look forward 
with a new sense of hope and excitement. Take time to evaluate the successes and failures of 2009, and use them 
like textbooks from which to glean wisdom for the future. For the sake of the Gospel, this year dare to dream a 
little bigger and work a little harder. For the sake of the ones you call family, choose to laugh a little longer and 
hold them each a little closer. Only one time will this next year be yours for the living. Do not waste it looking 
back with longing or with regret. The wisdom of God admonishes you and shows you your responsibility. As the 
Apostle Paul so aptly stated it: "But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is 
ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ 
Jesus" (Phil. 3:13,14). 
 
As your pastor, I am confident that the Lord has many good things in store for you this year. May this letter 
serve as a reminder to you of the high calling that rests on you as a child of God and the wonderful privilege you 
have to make the most of the upcoming year. 
 
Yours in the journey, 
Pastor Tim 



Youth News  
                 By Dixie Hall 

 

ñJosh & Jaredôs Angel Swingò now being 

presented on January 3, 7:00p.m. due to 

snow storm. There will be dinner before 

the program at 5:00p.m. Come out and 

enjoy an evening full of laughter, 

singing, and remembering why Jesus was 

sent to earth for. 

 

 

This year the total of people 

served was 369. We had a 

large amount of people eat in 

and spend time fellowshipping with church 

members and others here. Offering door prizes    

did help get people in. We also had others 

come in and eat and then take food out to 

others they knew that was out of electric. I 

would like to thank everyone that helped in 

any way in making this meal a success. The 

success of helping teach our youth the JOY of 

giving to others in the name of Jesus. The 

success of having others come and being 

touched by the generosity of St. Johnôs 

Family. I pray the success of someone getting 

to know Jesus as their personal savior through 

a meal served, a kind word, a smile, or a hug. 

Thank you again for everything. 

Adopted Family 

 
The youth brought in their gifts they bought 

for the family we adopted for Christmas on 

December 13. I delivered a car full that week, 

the mother cried. I was also able to give the 

family $300.00 cash thanks to members and 

the United Methodist Men. Mrs. Harris was 

very thankful and wanted to make sure I let 

everyone know how much the gifts will help 

her family out. 

 

Famine 

 
Our next big event will be World Visionôs 30 

Hour Famine on February 26 &27. We will be 

doing some events leading up to this. Watch 

for more details. 

 

Christmas Eve Meal 



 
 

Methodist Men Invite  
Our group of Methodist Men is open to all 
men that attend St. Johnôs. Our purpose is 
to be a creative, supportive fellowship of 
men who seek to know Jesus Christ, to 
grow spiritually, to seek daily his will, and 
serve all.  

 
 
Church Workdays  

 

The Methodist men are planning several 
Church Workdays during 2010 (at least 
one a month). We currently have a faithful 
group of wonderful folks who are giving 
their time to bring our church up to the 
best condition possible. However, there is 
much to be done and we can use all the 
help we can get . There are many things 
that need to be done to improve the over-
all appearance and wellbeing of the 
church.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The workdays are open to all  who would 
like to participate. Each task we tackle re 
-quires various types of skills. For example 
ï skills needed include: painting, repairing 
items, cleaning various rooms or items, 
building shelving, installing light fixtures, 
installing doors, repairing plumbing, to 
name a few. Please bring your skills to 
help with these projects. 

 
 
Spring Picnic  
We are planning to host a spring picnic. 
This will be a pork BBQ or such with folks 
bringing covered dishes to share. There 
will be lots of great fellowship along with  
games to keep all entertained. You will not 
want to miss. Stay tuned for the date. 

 
 
Next Menôs Meeting 
Our next meeting is planned for January 

11, 2009. We are meeting at Shady Dale 

Farms in Gandeeville for dinner and fel-

lowship. Please note, that all men in atten-

dance at St. Johns United Methodist 

Church are invited. See you there. 

 

By Joe Woolweaver 



Music Notes - January Music NotesðJanuary 2010 
 

 

The Christmas Cantata ï A Huge Success!!  Many thanks to all who 

participated in this yearôs Christmas Music.  A special thank you to Jua-

nita Runnion for her beautifully written Nativity Story.  The Chancel 

Choir and Bell Choir were simply wonderful!  Caroline Frum, Erin Kel-

ler and Daniel Ricks were solo highlights in our programs. Thank you 

to all my ñtechiesò who helped with sound and power point. And a huge 

thank you to Don Keller for the hours and hours given in putting to-

gether our power  point presentation and all the other technical prepara-

tion. 

 

We had 33 people doing 43 different jobs. Many months of preparation 

go into these few hours of music. Continue to uphold those of us serv-

ing in this capacity with your prayers and encouragement. 

 

 

To all who made this yearôs music program a special blessingé.thank 

you and congratulations on a job well-done. 

Blessing to all as we start the New Year! 

 

Patsy Keller, Director of Music 

 

Thank You ! 

A special ñthank youô to Carolyn and Richard Taylor for hosting the 

Choirs for a Christmas ñSweet Toothò Party.  Everything was delicious 

and the fellowship was ñextraò sweet! 

 

Upcoming Events: 

ñBeyond the Ashesò 

Menôs Gospel Trio 

Saturday, January 9, 2010 

Memorial United Methodist Church 
 



Music Notes ï January 2010 cont. 
 

Name that Christmas Tune é the answers ! 

 

1)   Do You Hear What I Hear 

2)   We Three Kings 

3)   Silver Bells 

4)  The Drummer Boy 

5)  Winter Wonderland 

6)   Sleigh Ride 

7)   Iôll Be Home for Christmas 

8)   I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day 

9)  Joy to the World 

10)  Jingle Bells 

11)  Jingle Bell Rock 

12)  Away in a Manger 

13)  Hark the Herald Angels Sing 

14)  Santa Claus is Coming to Town 

15)  White Christmas 

16)  White Christmas (trick question !!!) 

17)  Frosty the Snowman 

18)  Rudolph the Rednosed Reindeer 

19)  Let it Snow 

20)  We Wish You a Merry Christmas 

21)  The Christmas Song (Chestnuts) 

22)  Rockin Around the Christmas Tree 

23)Auld Lang Syne 

 

A Special Note:   
 

Don and I would like to thank the Choirs for the wonderful Christmas 

Gifts given to us. It is our pleasure and certainly our privilege to work 

with each one of you as we serve the Lord together through music. 

In His Love ï Don and Patsy 



St. Johnôs United Methodist Church Administrative Council Meeting  

Minutes ï 13 October 2009 
 

Those present: Terena Jones, Chuck Reed, Mary Ann Rishel, Chuck Ricks, Dixie Hall, Joe 

Woolweaver, Mary Carpenter, Donna Hardman, Richard Frum, Bill Greenleaf, Don Keller, 

Patsy Keller, Stephanie Poole, JuliAnna Poole, and latecomer Lisa Woolweaver. 

Meeting called to order by council chair, Terena Jones at 7:05 PM  

Joe Woolweaver was appointed to be council recorder for this meeting. 

 

Terena led the group in devotion (about keeping a positive attitude) followed by prayer. Terena 

asked members to provide some positive events they have seen in the church. Several items 

mentioned. 

 

Minutes from September Meeting read by members present.  Discussion as to approval state 

(approved or not) of August Meeting Minutes. It was determined that both August and Septem-

ber minutes were amended as necessary. Mary Ann Rishel moved to approve minutes as 

amended and written with Joe Woolweaver second. August and September minutes approved. 

 

Richard Frum provided two resolutions for review and discussion: 

 

1. Motion presented (see attachment one) to dissolve the Building Committee. Discussion 

as to whether the Administrative Council has authority to dissolve Building Committee. 

Determined that they do.  After some discussion, Chuck Ricks moved to approve which 

was seconded by Stephanie Poole. Motion passed. 

 

2.  Procedural Motion (see attachment two) which contains procedures for any committee 

of the Church which intends to discuss and/or consider creating a study committee, 

building committee, or intends to discuss taking any action to advance improvements 

upon the St. John Heights property. After discussion, Chuck Ricks moved to accept with 

minor corrections and Bill Greenleaf seconded. Motion passed. 

 

Finical Report.  Provided by Mary Ann Rishel (see attachment three). Chuck Ricks asked if 

we were meeting expenses. Report shows we are approximately $ 4695.59 in the red. Dick 

Frum asked if there were any trends that could be identified as to the monthly fluctuations in 

church income. It was noted and discussed that the summer months seem to fall off which may 

be due to vacations. Motion by Dixie Hall to accept Finical Report with second by Joe 

Woolweaver. Finical Report approved. 

 

PPR Report - No one present to make report. 

 

Trustee Report ï Chuck Reed read resolution (see attachment four) which was approved by 

Trustees, 7 October 2009. The resolution modifies the original church/charge conference ap-

proved proposal for the sale of 26 acres of St. Johnôs Heights property. It changes paragraphs 

ñDò and ñEò to include recommendations from Tim Elmore. Discussions to clarify difference 



between Church and Charge Council. Resolution on path for Church and Charge Conference 

approval. 

 

Music Committee ï Chuck Ricks noted that a meeting was held. Noted that music in the 

church is important and has gotten positive feedback on the choirs selection and performance. 

Noted that we need a music room for office space, storage of equipment, and practice. Existing 

room 2nd level is not environmental fit for storage or use. A plan (see attachment five) to clean, 

restore, and upgrade the room to full capability was provided by Joe Woolweaver as discussed 

in the Methodist Men meeting. 

 

Chuck also discussed upgrading the Audio and Visual equipment. Recommendation to add ad-

ditional speakers so the choir can hear the music. Also noted that the single screen for power 

point inadequate. Need additional screen at back of church with one above the organ along with 

keeping one in the current location. Noted that HD flat screen TVs may be a better way to go. 

Patsy plans to visit another church that uses this newer technology to see if it is suitable for us. 

Also noted that we need new microphones. The music committee was given an action to put 

together a proposal with estimate. 

 

Patsy noted that they are starting to prepare for our Christmas Program. 

 

Discussion as to a current need of office space for Patsy. Joe Woolweaver noted and provided 

the start of an ñoverall church space usage planò. Copies of the initial plan (see attachment six) 

will be made available to all present and any other church member wanting one. Recommenda-

tions are to be made to the Trustees for a final decision and the presentation of a finial plan. 

 

As a temporary solution, JuliAnna Poole suggested that Patsy be given the current nursery as it 

is not being used at this time. It was noted that the furniture could be stored and brought out as 

needed. Dixie Hall made a motion to allocate nursery to Patsy with a second by Chuck Ricks. 

Motion passed. 

 

Youth Report ï Dixie Hall had to leave before we got to it. 

 

Mission Report ï Terena Jones provided a quick summary of her trip and noted that we need to 

do more. Joe noted that there is a full report from Terena on the Churchôs web site. 

 

Menôs Report ï Skipped as Joe had provided input in several other areas. 

 

Womenôs Report ï No one there to provide. However it was noted that the Methodist Women 

are doing a Pumpkin Roll Bake on 18 October 2009, after church. 

 

Childrenôs Ministries ï No one there to provide. 

 

Building Committee ï No report and building committee dissolved, see motion one (1) above.

  

 

 



Old Business: 

 

Sunday school Superintendant ï Currently we do not have one. 

 

Parlor Update ï Joe provided a slide (see attachment seven) that discussed actions 

(materials purchased for ceiling repair at a cost of $ 73.79) that the Methodist Men are do-

ing on 19 October 2009. Women are to discuss additional requirements and renovation 

needs at the Pumpkin Roll bake on 18 October 2009. Status report next month. 

 

Sewer Issue ï Noted that we still need to find out just where the plumbing is located to de-

termine just what needs to be done to correct on-going problem. 

 

Updated Committee Member Lists ï Mary Carpenter to provide updated lists. 

 

New Business: 

 

1. Joe Woolweaver presented an estimate for the removal of the bats from the chimney 

as requested by John Ford. Cost to be $ 275.00. Given to trustees for review and ap-

proval. 

2. Joe Woolweaver provided a Mission and Vision Statement (see attachment seven) as 

written and approved by the council in 2003. It was asked for all to review and pro-

vide update recommendations. 

3. JuliAnna Poole noted that we need new paraments. Suggested that maybe a Spaghetti 

Dinner be held to raise funds. Pasty asked which color was needed first. It was noted 

that Blue was next. Patsy stated that she would approach the choir members for do-

nations to provide. We will see if this action generates additional donations for the 

rest of our needs. Also, recommendation to hold monthly dinners to solicit dona-

tions. Approximately $ 200.00 dollars for material is needed. 

 

Don Keller closed with prayer and meeting adjourned. 

 

Next meeting, 10 November 2009, at 7:00 PM. 



 
 

 

VISIT!  

OUR  

HOMEBOUND 

  

LOVE 

 

UNITY 

 

LABOR 

OFFICE HOURS FOR ST. JOHNôS UMC CHURCH 

335 Church St. 

Spencer, WV  25276 

 

Monday -Wednesday   9:00 AM -5:00 PM 

Thursday                       Schedule Appointment 

 

Phone 304-927-3001 

 

E-Mail addresses  for St. Johns. 

  
pastor@stjohnsheights.org         Pastor 

info@stjohnsheights.org             Mary 

dixie@stjohnsheights.org            Dixie 

  Ministering in January 

Childrenôs Sermon 

January 3                         Jennifer Barker 

January 10                            Chuck Ricks 

January 17                               Mort Titus 

January 24                                       Youth 

January 31                    Lisa Woolweaver 

 

Scripture Reader                     

 

Greeters             Charlie & Bernice Staats  

PRAY FOR OUR SHUT-INS 

 

Anna Faye Edgell 

Ann Hershman 

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Mace 

Mary Pursley 

Maxine Brown 

Jean Gainer 

Mrs. Bernard Hays 

Eloise McCulty 

Lois Murray 

Joan Dodd 

Jarrett Tawney 

Mr. & Mrs Chuck Rhodes 

 

January Birthdays 

 

Jeanette Atkinson 

Tex Flint II  

Louise Garrett 

Dorothy Hays 

Alicia Coon 

Donna Hardman 

Brooklyn Hively 

Adam Blair 

Pamela Stone 

Andrea Garrett 

 

UMM WORKDAY  

January 16, 2010 

 

Workday at the church 

 

Every welcome to help 
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C ongregation C hris tmas  Dinner

All are welcome to come to the 

church and share a traditional

Christmas Dinner

with all the trimmings and

plenty of great fellowship. 

Note: Following dinner (7:00 PM) our youth will be presenting 

their Christmas play: ñJosh and Jared ôs Angel Wings ò.

January 3, 2010 

5:00 - 7:00 PM
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       Sunday Schedule   Wednesday Schedule         

           

   9:30 AM   Sunday School For All Ages                  6:00 PM  Choir Practice          AA Meetings-  Wednesday Eve.  

 10:45 AM  Worship Service                                        7:00 PM Bible Study 

 

 
January Events 

January 3,  7:00 PM                                                                                                 Youth Christmas Play 

 

January 9                                                                                                              DDHR: Fellowship Hall 

 

January 10                                                                                                                  Ad Council Meeting 

                                                                                                                                           (after church) 

 

January 11 6:00 PM         UMM Meeting                                                                      Shadydale Farm                                                                    

 

January 12  7:00 PM                                                                                                     Trustees Meeting 

 

January 16                                                                                  UMM Workday  (everyone welcome)                   

                                                                                                                                         at the church 

 

January 16                                                                                                            DDHR: Fellowship Hall 

 

January 23                                                                                                            DDHR: Fellowship Hall 

 

January 30                                                                                                             DDHR: Fellowship Hall 


