
 

       Sunday Schedule   Wednesday Schedule         

           

   9:30 AM   Sunday School For All Ages                  6:00 PM  Choir Practice            AA Meetings-  Wednesday Eve.  

 10:45 AM  Worship Service                                        7:00 PM Bible Study   

MARCH  EVENTS  

March 3, 2010    9:00 AM                                                             Spring  Spruce -Up (at the church)    

 

March 4, 2010    6:30 PM                                                                                   Boy Scout Troop # 437 

 

March 7, 2010    5:30-7:00 PM                                                                                       Youth Meeting  

                             5:30-7:00 PM                                                                 Simple Meal & Bible Study  

 

March 8, 2010    6:00 PM                                                                   United Methodist Men Meeting  

 

March 11 2010   6:30 PM                                                                                  Boy Scout Troop # 437 

 

March 14, 2010                                                                                  Soup & Sandwich  (after church) 

                                                                                                  (Fund Raiser for Terenaôs Mission Trip)  

               5:30-7:00 PM                                                                                                     Youth Meeting  

               5:30-7:00 PM                                                                                 Simple Meal & Bible Study 

  

March 16, 2010  7:00 PM                                                                                        Ad Council Meeting 

 

March 18, 2010                                                                                                    Boy Scout Troop # 437 

 

March 21, 2010    5:30-7:00 PM                                                                                       Youth Meeting  



 The Messenger 
b¤= Y~w}Ą£ d}x¤ts \t¤w~sx£¤ Rw¥¢rw                             Spencer, WV        
March, 2010    Timothy Bleigh - Pastor                                      Phone 304-927-3001 

            www.stjohnsheights.org                                                                                  pastor@stjohnsheights.org      

One of the most satisfying accomplishments during my childhood was learning how to swim 
and dive from the diving board. As part of my late Cub Scout days I wanted to earn my 
swimming badge but I did not know how to swim, which was an important step to know if I 
wanted to accomplish this goal. So I began swimming lessons with my Cub Scout leader and 
within a few lessons, well maybe a bit more than a few lessons, I was on my way to earning 
that coveted swimming badge. To make a long story short, before long I learned the basics of 
how to swim. But there was still one TINY problem ð the last test to earn the swimming 
badge was (gulp!) diving. Well, if you havenõt guessed it, I am afraid of heights. So imagine if 

you will, with my toes curled firmly over the edge of the diving board and the bottomless pit of water beneath me, 
I was faced with the decision that one step forward would bring a great accomplishment, and one step backward 
would bring a great failure. One step is all that stood between me and that badge. One step is all I had to take. 
Likewise, one step is all we need to take to receive the greatest badge of alléeternal life! 
 
As we move into the season of Lent, Christians are once again called to reflect upon their own life to rediscover 
their greatest accomplishment ð faith in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ! This truly is our greatest 
accomplishment because as sinners we are hopeless, but as SAVED sinners we are convinced that Christ is able to 
guard what we have entrusted to him (2 Timothy 1:12b). Thus, as we journey and struggle with our faith, we can 
trust fully in Godõs promises of grace, peace, mercy, love and forgiveness. Our living Savior, Jesus Christ, 
therefore, is the basis for Christian confidence. The resurrection is the foundation of our certainty that we have 
eternal life and that we experience daily the indwelling presence of our loving Savior. 
 
Of this the apostle Paul says, òOnce you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of 
your evil behavior. But now he has reconciled you by Christ's physical body through death to present you holy in 
his sight, without blemish and free from accusationñ if you continue in your faith, established and firm, not 
moved from the hope held out in the gospel. This is the gospel that you heard and that has been proclaimed to 
every creature under heaven, and of which I, Paul, have become a servantó (Colossians 1:21-23). 
 
I found faith within myself to step off the diving board to earn the coveted swimming badge. Later in life I also 
found faith within myself through the help of the Holy Spirit to step off into faith with Christ. This Lent I 
encourage you to once again step out in faith with Christ. You can never be too far gone, nor too far removed to 
receive Godõs love. Our baptism is an everyday event; we are called to dive into the baptismal waters of Christ for 
healing, restoration, and forgiveness. Donõt let fear stop you from stepping off the diving board. Donõt let fear or 
anxiety keep you from receiving Godõs grace. I leave you with these encouraging words from King David, òDo not 
be afraid or discouraged, for the Lord God, my God, is with you. He will not fail you or forsake you. . ." (1 
Chronicles 28:20). One step is all we ever need to take. So Go. God is waiting for you!  
 
Yours in the journey, 
Pastor Tim 



Youth News  
                 By Dixie Hall 

 

 

 

 

You were greeted at the door by           

Thomas Elmore & Cody Kudrick.  Worship 

Leader was Jared Reed. Rebekah Ricks 

read the Psalter. Kenny Kudrick shared the 

good news for the children. The scripture was 

read by Daniel Ricks. Ushers were                   

Eva Tupper, Anna Tupper Josh Jones & 

Daniel Ricks, with Eva offering the prayer. 

Ali Garrett led us in the Morning Prayer. 

Josh Jones closed with the United Methodist 

Youth Benediction. Cody Kudrick and 

Rebekah Ricks carried in and out the cross 

and flame. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Sweetheart Dinner was a great 

success. 

 

Many thanks to everyone who attended and 

helped prepare it. Pray for our youth as 

they continue to do such good works. They 

are a great youth group.  

 

Youth Sunday 



Church Spruce -up Days,  

We currently have a regular and faithful 
group of folks who are providing their 
skills and giving their time to do minor 
repairs and spruce-up several areas 
within the church. Much painting has 
been done, new lighting is in the proc-
ess of being installed in several areas, 
and storerooms are being organized 
(cleaned up). This spring, our efforts 
will be moved to the outside of the 
church along with continued activities 
on the inside. Please watch for dates 
as they are announced or contact Joe 
(304-577-6303) for more information. A 
special thank you to all who have pro-
vided financial gifts. 
Note  - These spruce-up days are open 
to all  who would like to participate. Re-
member, many hands make light work. 
Additionally, you will get a great lunch 
which is being provided by several of 
our Methodist Women. 

Homebound Member Gift  

An  Inspired Faith  gift book (14), ñMay 

You be Blessedò  was provided to each 
of our Homebound Members. Mary 
Carpenter and Barbara Nichols (thank 
you both) took care of our costs for 
mailing. 

Open Invitation  

Our fellowship of Men is open to all 
men that attend St. Johnôs United 
Methodist Church. Please consider 
joining us for our fellowship meetings 
and/or service projects. 
 

Handy Person Service  
 

 

At our February Menôs meeting, we won-
dered if there were any senior members 
within our own church community who 
may need help around their homes. 

For example - are there needed minor 
repairs or chores in your home that you 
are unable to do, and if done, would im-
prove your quality of life significantly?    
If so, the United Methodist Men (UMM) 
are creating a list for those of our mem-
bers who might need a little extra help 
(labor) with various tasks within their 
homes.   

If you, or if you know of someone in our 
church community who might like some 
special help in or around their home, 
please contact the church office at: 304-
927-3001 and let Mary know of your 
needs.  

The St. Johnôs United Methodist Men will 
do their best to prioritize those in most 
need and schedule help as much as 
possible when and where needed!  

Next Menôs Meeting 

Our next meeting is scheduled for March 

8, 2010 (2
nd

 Monday) at the church. See 

you there. 

 

 ñMen growing in Christ, So others may know Christ.ò 
 

By Joe Woolweaver 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               SPECIAL THANK YOU  

           TO  

         ST. JOHNS UMM 

 

 

 

 

 

Many thanks for the beautiful 

book ñMay You Be Blessed.ò 

  The pictures are lovely, 

and the writings are inspiring 

and comforting. 

 When I am able to come 

to Sunday Worship, I will 

certainly call one of the kind 

volunteers for a ride. 

Meantime , I will worship with 

you by radio. 

God Bless you all. 

 

                    Sincerely, 

                          Lois Murray 

Thank you for sending the 

lovely book  and DVD to our 

mother, Ann Hersman. She is 

delighted. It was such a 

thoughtful thing for you to do. 

 We appreciate this kind 

gesturey more than we can 

say. 

 

Thank you again. 

 

           Sincerely,                                 

      Greg, Mark and Jill 

                               Anderson 

 

March 14, 2010 

 

Soup and Sandwich Lunch          

(after church) 

This is a fund-Raiser for  

Terenaôs Mission Trip. 

Please plan to attend. 
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VISIT  

OUR  

HOMEBOUND 

LOVE 

 

UNITY 

 

LABOR 

OFFICE HOURS FOR ST. JOHNôS UMC CHURCH 

335 Church St. 

Spencer, WV  25276 

 

Monday -Wednesday   9:00 AM -5:00 PM 

Thursday                       Schedule Appointment 

 

Phone 304-927-3001 

 

E-Mail addresses  for St. Johns. 

  
pastor@stjohnsheights.org         Pastor 

info@stjohnsheights.org             Mary 

dixie@stjohnsheights.org            Dixie 

  Ministering in March 

Childrenôs Sermon 

 

March 7                                           Charlie White 

March 14                                   Barbara Starcher 

March 21                                     J udy Greenleaf 

March 28                                                     Youth 

 

Greeters                                Ute & Horst Lautier 

 

Scripture Reader                           Jennifer Sartor  

PRAY FOR OUR 

HOMEBOUND 

 

Anna Faye Edgell 

Ann Hershman 

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Mace 

Mary Pursley 

Maxine Brown 

Jean Gainer 

Mrs. Bernard Hays 

Eloise McCulty 

Lois Murray 

Joan Dodd 

Jarrett Tawney 

Mr. & Mrs Chuck Rhodes 

March Birthdays  

 

Bob Barker 

Kim Frum 

Jack Garrett 

Sandy Garrett 

Judy Greenleaf 

Maxine Brown 

Robin Lance 

Thomas Elmore 

Stephanie Roberts 

Maureen Simons 

Evelyn Starcher 

Joe Starcher 

Terry Williams 

Kate Williams 

CHURCH WORKDAY  

 

March 3, 2010 

 

Spring Spruce-Up 

 

Every welcome to help 

 

Collected to date for the UMCOR 

(Haiti Disaster Fund #173) is $1910.00 

March Anniversaries 

 

Fred & Martha Hardman 

John & Kathy Ford 

Charles & Sidney Mace 
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