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                     The Synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark, and Luke) vividly describe to us Easter 
morning, the morning Jesus arose from death. From Marks Gospel we learn that Mary 
Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome went to Jesusõ tomb just after sunrise so 
that they might anoint Jesusõ body. You may recall that they had to wait until the Sabbath was 
over to anoint his body for fear that they might upset the religious leaders and be fined for 
not observing the Sabbath. So they waited until the next day to properly prepare Jesusõ body 
as their custom demanded.  
When they arrived at the tomb, however, they noticed that the large stone, which had been 
rolled in front to seal it, had already been rolled away. As they entered the tomb, they saw a 

young man dressed in a white robe sitting on the right side of where Jesus had laid. The young man said, òDonõt 
be alarmed. You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who was crucified. He has risen! He is not here. See the place 
where they laid himó (Mark 16.1-6). 

I can only guess what was going through their minds as they peered into the tomb and witnessed the 
empty spot where Jesus once laid, after all, no other person had been raised; they literally had no other resurrection 
experience to draw upon to begin to make since of the empty tomb. Their only source was where Jesus once laid. 
Truth be told, the same is still true for us today. The only source for us that makes since of the resurrection is 
where Jesus once laid.  

Therefore, when we see the place where they laid him, we see that the Father did not forsake him. While 
on the cross, darkness overcame the world and surrounded Jesus as if it rested on his very shoulders, and with a 
loud cry he said, òEloi, Eloi, lama sabachthanió which means òMy God, My God, why have you forsaken 
me?ó (Mark 15.34). However, the empty tomb proves that the Father did not forsake him. The sins of the world 
may have fallen on his shoulders, but the darkness could not overcome the light of the world! Jesus was God, the 
father, incarnate proclaiming justice and righteousness for all creation and therefore he could not be condemned. 

Furthermore, when we see the place where they laid him, we see that death is conquered. The great Easter 
truth, my friends, is that the empty tomb speaks of real life not just in the hereafter, but in the now! It gives our 
lives in the here and now a taste of glory and moves our soul from a mere existence to a meaningful experience 
that shouts, òThe Lord is my strength and my song, he has become my victoryó (Psalm 118.14). Especially as we 
journey each day in misplaced hope, in feelings of trial and confusion, in times of pain-filled events. Easter speaks 
forth from the shallow grave of life and grabs our soul so that it can shout out with victory the new things to 
come.   

Finally, when we see the place where they laid him, we see that we have a living friend in Jesus. Soon after 
the women leave the tomb, Mark tells us that Jesus met up with the disciples several days later and said unto them, 
òSee, I am here with you, giving you strength, courage, and new life to be my disciple.  So go and tell the world 
how I have transformed your life, how I raised you from the depth of despair and carried you to victory over all 
that oppressed you.ó  

At the core of Easter is the good news of a new life.  Especially a new life lived under the authority of 
God. This good news is announced throughout the New Testament with great certainty that Jesus Christ indeed 
died and rose again. The mystery of Christõs resurrection points us, then to Godõs active grace working in our 
history day by day. We need not fear the future nor look intently back into the past. For as we visit the place where 
Christ once laid, we indeed shall gaze into the very heart of God! 

 
Yours in the journey, 
Pastor Tim 



 

April Events 
April 1, 6:30 PM                                                                                             Boy Scout Troop #437 

 

     7:00 PM                          Maundy Thursday Service 

 

April 4  5:30-7:00 PM                                                                                                Youth Meeting 

               

April 6  9:00 PM                                                                                           Workday at the Church 

 

April 8   6:30 PM                                                                                            Boy Scout T roop # 437 

 

April 11& 18  4:00-5:00 PM                                                                              Ad Council Meeting 

                                                                                                                               Vision & Mission 

 

April 12  6:00 PM                                                                                            United Methodist Men 

                                                                                                                             (at St. Johns Heights) 

 

April 13  6:30 PM                                                                                                Finance Meeting 

 

April 15 6:30 PM                                                                                                 Boy Scout Troop #437 

 

April 18  5:30 PM-7:00 PM                                                                                     Youth Meeting   

 

April 20  6:00 PM                                                                                                  Ad Council Meeting   

 

April 22  6:30 PM                                                                                            Boy Scout Troop # 437   

 

April 25                                                                                                                      Youth Sunday 

 

April 29  6:30 PM                                                                                            Boy Scout Troop # 437   

 

Bible Study every Wednesday Evening  7:00 PM 

 

AA Meeting every Wednesday Evening  7:00 PM 

                                                                                            

                                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



St. Johnôs United Methodist Church Administrative Council Meeting Minutes - 10 January 2010 

Reading of Minutes from November Meeting. Minutes along with reports from each 

committee handed out.  John Ford moved to approve minutes with addition of Pam 

Ritchie to attendees with Dixie Hall second. December minutes approved. 

Finical Report  - Mary Carpenter provided spreadsheet from the District conference 

showing our year end apportionment contributions. Second page was our 2010 budget.  

Members reviewed both. Pastor Tim Bleigh noted that, even though we only paid 

75.58% of our apportionments, we actually did better than we did last year and hopes 

we do better next year. Dixie Hall moved to approve 2010 Budget with John Ford sec-

ond.  2010 Budget, $ 146,298.19, approved. 

Committee Reports: 

Pastor Parish Relations (PPR) Report ï Chuck Ricks provided an oral report pro-

vided. As new chair, he is in a learning curve and plans a meeting (PPR meets Quar-

terly) in March. 

Trustee Report ï John Ford provided written report.  Deed has been signed.  Noted that 

the deed for the sale of the property has been executed and full payment has been re-

ceived. Trustees to meet January 12, @ 7:00 PM. Noted that Sandy Garrett and Patsy 

Keller have been invited to support the building use discussion. 

Music Committee ï Chuck Ricks provided an oral report. Christmas Cantata was very 

successful. All who performed worked hard and art to be thanked for their efforts. Patsy 

and Choir working on their Easter program. 

Note; we failed to follow-up on this: (Action assigned to Tim to call a couple of 

churches) for sanctuary visual display capabilities along with possible repair of 

our Carillon. 

Youth Report ï Dixie Hall provided written report. Dixie noted that the Community 

Christmas Dinner was a great success with 369 dinners served. Also received many do-

nations and only spent $ 200.00 of the Tabernacle Church funds. Dixie also felt that the 

Door Prizes drew and held people longer. Was thankful that the Youth did their play and 

it was very successful. Dixie mentioned that we are doing the Katie Wolf Scholarship 

and are in need of funding. 

Side Discussion ï (bulk mailing status): Mary Carpenter noted that we are losing our 

ñBulk Mailò capability as we are not able to meet the minimum (200 item) require-

ments. Noted that we now have electronic version (web site) and can email to all who 

have emails. May only want to send hardcopies to homebound and folks out-of-town. 

Recommendation to advertize  

Members present:  Terena Jones, Pastor Tim Bleigh, Mary Carpenter, John Ford, Dixie Hall, 

Phyllis Hedrick, Chuck Ricks, Pam Ritchie, Charlie White, and Joe Woolweaver. 

Meeting called to order by Council Chair, Terena Jones at 12:05 PM. 

Terena Jones led the group in a devotion reading from ñMore Faith in My Dayò by Emilie Barnes, 

followed by a prayer. 

 



changes in policy for two months in the Bulletin. After two months, provide 

hardcopies at church, note the availability of electronic versions, and only mail to 

homebound and out-of-towners. 
 

Mission Report ï Terena Jones noted that it is time to start fund raising (currently have 

$ 349.00 on hand) activities for our annual Mission trips. Planning February or March 

Soup and Sandwich luncheon.  Dixie noted youth are doing a February ñSweetheart 

Dinnerò February 13th and March may be better. Mission trips planned for April (Phil 

and Tom) and September (Terena). 
 

Side Discussion (funding concern) ï Pam Ritchie provided an ñAt ï Large Re-

portò (great insight provided) which noted that; òSpeaking for the masses, we 

need to pay attention to how much we are asking from the congregation. If an in-

dividual or group feel called to take on a project, then they need to fund it or pro-

vide for the bulk of the project themselves. Anyone that feels led to donate to it 

adds to the project rather than being responsible for the success of the project.ò 

Pastor Tim noted that we pay attention and do better in both our overall project 

planning and our finical planning. 
 

Menôs Report ï Joe Woolweaver provided written report. Noted that there has been a 

lot done to improve the overall appearance of the church. 
 

Side Discussion  (paraments): Joe asked about paraments status as there have 

been donations to support purchase and/or repair. Pastor Tim noted that we need 

to review our current paraments status and move forward (may not be necessary 

to get all new accordingly). Joe noted that this is generally an ñAltar Guildò re-

sponsibility and provided a list of altar guild responsibilities for discussion. It 

was noted that our present altar guild members (two) are short handed and are not 

always available to do all that is needed. Recommendation that we get more folks 

(several possible names mentioned) involved. Pastor Tim will bring up to the 

ñLay Leadershipò and ask for help to get us back on track. 
 

Womenôs Report ï Dixie Hall provided oral report.  Were busy during the Christmas 

season and are planning a meeting in February. Noted that the ñLadies Missionò will be 

meeting in January. Also noted that the women are looking into Green Paraments. 
 

Childrenôs Ministries ï Pastor Tim provided. Noted that we new instructors.  Dixie 

asked about Bible School. Noted that as this is an, ñEducation Programò, need to ask 

Sandy Garrett what is planned. It was noted that Dixie Hall and Judy Greenleaf will dis-

cuss with Sandy. 
 

Old Business: 

Pot Luck Dinners ï Chuck Ricks noted that we used to have ñMonthly Pot-Luckò din-

ners and asked if we should do again. General discussion was that it would be good. 
 

New Business:  See ñside discussionsò in above text. 

St. Johnôs United Methodist Church Administrative Council Meeting Minutes - 10 January 2010 



Pastorôs Time ï Pastor Tim provided. Noted he enjoys being here. Lots of things going 

on and growth, ñkeep up the good work. 
 

Tim noted that the Division of Health and Human Resources (DHHR) canceled their 

training due to lack of trainees. 
 

In June, he plans to focus on Stewardship within the church. 
 

Noted, that if we want to build in the future, we must start meeting our apportionments 

or the district will not approve building plans. 
 

Tim is planning on handing out a ñSpiritual Gifts Inventoryò survey this month. Mary 

noted that it takes about 10 minutes and is very good at pointing out ones spiritual gifts. 

Also had very good definitions as to the different meaning of oneôs gifts 
 

Wants us to look at our current ñmission and visions statementò to see how we are doing 

and update at next Administrative Council Meeting (Action Item for all).  Also wants to 

build a 5 ï 10 year strategic plan for areas of growth and success for church. 
 

Pastor Tim closed with prayer and meeting adjourned. 
 

Next meeting: 8 February 2010.  Note -  Committee Reports  ï please provide January 

reports to Pastor Tim and Terena by 3 February 2010. 
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Spring Spruce Up Day ï April 17
th

, 2010 

  

Old Man Winter has made his final exit for the year, and itôs time to give 
our church and grounds some tender loving care as Lovely Lady Spring 
makes her grand entrance. A variety of projects need our attention, from 
landscaping, weeding, and shrub trimming to painting and general re-
pairs on the outside along with continued work on the inside of the 
church. 
  
The Board of Trustees is hosting a Spring Spruce Up Day , Saturday, 
April 17th , and we need all the help we can get. Weôll start at 9 a.m., 
provide sandwiches, snacks, and drinks, at noon and continue into the 
afternoon as long as we have willing souls with energy. 

 

  
Please mark your calendar and plan on being there for as much of the day as you would like. The 
more volunteers we have, the more we can get done, and the cleaner everything will look great as 
spring gets into full swing. Trustees; Mary Carpenter and Joe Woolweaver will be coordinating the 
tasks we will be tackling. Please contact Joe at 304-577-6303 or email him at 
woolweaverj@hughes.net with any questions or suggestions for maintenance items that need to be 
on our agenda for this much-needed ñSpring Spruce Up Day ò. 
  



Youth News  
                 By Dixie Hall 

 

 

 

 

You were greeted at the door by Jared Reed  

& Kenny Kudrick.  Worship Leader was 

Rebekah Ricks. Eva Tupper read the 

Psalter. Daniel Ricks shared the good news 

for the children. The scripture was read by 

Josh Jones. Ushers were Anna Tupper, 

Zach Carter, Patrick Hoolahan & Cody 

Kudrick, with Cody offering the prayer. 

Kenny Kudrick led us in the Morning 

Prayer. Jared Reed closed with the United 

Methodist Youth Benediction. Cody Kudrick 

and Josh Jones were the Acolytes. 

 

Candy Easter Eggs 
 

The youth group made candy Easter Eggs to 

sell during the United Methodist Womenôs 

cookie drop. These eggs were made to help 

with the cost of the different Mission Trips.  

Youth Sunday 

Easter Egg Hunt 


