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Greetings in the name of our risen Lord, Jesus Christ! 
 
Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth. Worship the lord with gladness, come before him with joyful songs. Know 
that the Lord is Go. It is he who made us, and we are his, we are his people, the sheep of his pasture. Enter his gates 
with thanksgiving and his courts with praise, give thanks to him and praise his name. For the Lord is good and his 
live endures forever, his faithfulness continues through all generations. - Psalm 100. 
 
Godõs purpose for us in ministry here at St. Johnõs is still being unfolded each and every day. Each 
of us individually are our own faith journeys, yet they are really not our journeys alone. Every week 
we come together to celebrate the gifts and thanksgivings God has blessed us with while also lifting 
each other up as we struggle through our trials.  We are all part of a community seeking God for 
thanksgiving, healing, worship, and renewal. It seems to me then that worship occurs when the 
community of saints comes together as a glorified body to worship a glorified God. With this in 
mind as we journey together, let us begin to focus our attention on the act of worship. What does 
worship mean for St. Johnõs? What does worship mean for Spencer?. What spiritual practices do 
we need to focus upon? 
 
Worshiping as a community of saints helps us to better understand our lives within the context of 
the story of our faith. Just as Moses and the Israelites wandered through the desert, we too wander 
through a spiritual desert. The difference between then and now is the assurance of our Risen 
Lord, Jesus Christ. Think about how our lives have been transformed and uplifted by participating 
in Christõs story each Sunday. Each week, then, is an opportunity for us to relive the Easter Gospel.  
That is why I feel it I important for us to think about our worship experience. It is no wonder then 
that we find ourselves at our best when we meet together to seek a better relationship with God, 
with Spencer, and with each other. 
 
Thus, I have a few important question to ask. What is your attitude before you come to St. Johnõs? 
Have your prepared your soul for encountering the body of Christ? What stumbling blocks are 
keeping your heart and soul from encountering Christ? Are you ready to enter Godõs gates with 
thanksgiving and praise before Sunday arrives? What seeds from God do you need to have 
nurtured? What do we need to do for our community of Spencer to help prepare her for 
encountering the body of Christ? 
 
Yours in the journey, 
Pastor Tim 



St. Johnôs United Methodist Church Administrative Council Meeting Minutes ï 20 April 2010 

Reading of Minutes from December and January Meetings. Minutes along with reports from each 

committee handed out.  March minutes read, Tim provided a correction, and motion to approve with 

correction was made by Chuck Ricks, seconded by Joe Woolweaver. Motion approved. 

 

Finical Report  - Summary of finical Cash Flow (attached) report handed out by Mary Carpenter. 

Overall, we have been meeting our monthly budget each month. 
 

 

Committee Reports: 

¶ Pastor Parish Relations (PPR) Report ï Chuck Ricks provided a verbal report. Chuck noted that they 

have to complete the Pastorôs evaluation which is due May 31st, 2010. 

 

¶ Trustee Report ï No report available. Mary Carpenter noted that B&B Roofing inspected the roof. Sus-

pected that the leak is by the chimney. Also noted that we need a new roof. Mary is contacting various roofers 

for estimates. 

 

¶ Finance Report ï see above. Additionally, the committee is thinking about doing a pledge drive next sea-

son. Details to be worked out. 

 

¶ Lay Leadership ï Pastor Tim noted that there was nothing to report. 

 

¶ Music Committee ï Chuck Ricks provided verbal report.  Noted that we have two new young members for 

the choir. 

 

¶ Youth Report ï Dixie Hall provided a verbal report. Noted that the youth in conjunction with the men will 

be doing a Motherôs Day lunch after church on 9 May 2010. Noted that the Graduation Message ceremony is 23 

May 2010 and she is looking for photos of the graduating youth as young children. Youth are also planning a 

Fatherôs Day Breakfast, June 20, 2010. 

 

¶ Mission Report ï Terena provided verbal report. She noted that they may do a car wash to raise additional 

funds. 

 

¶ Menôs Report ï Joe Woolweaver provided written report. Highlighted the Church Workdays and noted that 

we are installing a new carillon. Others in the council noted that our members are really happy with the improve-

ments. 

 

¶ Womenôs Report ï Dixie provided written report. Dixie noted that the cookie drop r2010, and raised about 

$300.00, with 1/3 going to Terenaôs Mission trip, 1/3 going to Tom and Philôs Mission trip. Also noted that they 

had a Parlor Committee meeting and provided a list of things they plan to do. Also noted that the Methodist Men 

provided $ 200.00 to support the effort. 

 

 

Members present:  Terena Jones, Pastor Tim Bleigh, Mary Carpenter, Dixie Hall, Stepha-

nie Poole, Chuck Ricks, and Joe Woolweaver. 

 

Meeting called to order by Council Chair, Terena Jones at 6:05 PM. 

 

Terena Jones led the group in a devotional reading from, ñOur Daily Breadò, followed by a 

prayer. 

 



Childrenôs Ministries ï Tim noted that the first Sunday Funday for the children (K through 6 grade) 11 April 

2010 was a great success.  Tim also talked about the need to bring new people into the church, we need to be crea-

tive in bringing in new people to church as we seem to be competing with a lot of outside activities . Noted that we 

are losing a lot of our youth to graduation this year.  Vacation Bible School is coming up this summer. 

 

Old Business: 

 

¶ Follow up on Sanctuary Visual Displays and Carillion (Dec.) ï Pastor Tim noted that he has contacted a 

couple of churches. Noted that he thinks we need to have a committee perform this task. Chuck Ricks made a mo-

tion to such and seconded by Joe Woolweaver. Volunteers, Terena Jones, Chuck Ricks, and Stephanie Poole 

agreed to find out more data about a Visual Display System.  Joe noted that a Carillon has been delivered and is 

being installed. 

 

¶ Spiritual Gift Inventory  ï Pastor Tim noted that he passed out approximately 80 surveys. To date he has 

received 30 to 40 back. He will remind folks to please complete and will provide a summary report sometime this 

summer. 

 

¶ Sweeper and Computers  -  Mary reported that we purchased a new vacuum. Cost was 769.00, however we 

got a $ 100.00 dollar trade in for our old vacuum plus a $ 100.00 discount, final price was $ 569.00. Mary also 

reported that the price for a new (Dell) computer is approximately $ 600.00. Looking at ways to finance it without 

additional cost to us. 

 

¶ Vision and Mission Statements ï Tim noted that we must get serious as we are not fulfilling our council 

membership obligation to our members. General discussing about our weaknesses, the way it used to be, and a lot 

of ideas for getting our church going again. Council members are to think and pray about this subject . 

 

New Business: 

 

None discussed. 

 

Pastorôs Time ï Tim noted that we had an issue with the parking. Noted that we must remember that the parking 

lot belongs to the Funeral Home and they have primary use when they are doing a funeral. Also noted that our 

lease has expired and we need a new one. New lease is being worked. 

 

Next Meeting Time:  18 May 2010 ï 6:00 PM.  Note -  Committee Reports  ï please provide reports to Pastor 

Tim and Terena by 14 May 2010 to allow time for coping. 

 

Pastor Tim closed with prayer and meeting adjourned. 

St. Johnôs United Methodist Church Administrative Council Meeting Minutes ï 20 April 2010 



 

 

 

 

 

You were greeted at the door by Jared Reed 

and Josh Jones. Worship Leader was Kate 

Williams. Genny Hoolahan read the Psalter. 

Ali Garrett shared the good news for the 

children. The scripture was read by Cody 

Kudrick and Kenny Kudrick. Daniel 

Ricks, Josh Jones, and Jared Reed gave the 

message. Ushers were Eva Tupper, Anna 

Tupper Kenny Kudrick and Cody 

Kudrick, with Eva offering the prayer. Kate 

Williams led us in the Morning Prayer. 

Rebekah Ricks closed with a    Benediction 

for the Graduates. Anna and Eva Tupper 

were the Acolytes. 

 

This Youth Sunday was the Sunday we 

honored the Roane County High School 

Graduates. The seniors were presented to the 

congregation and given the book Oh The 

Places Youôll Go. The United Methodist Men 

also presented each senior the book 212. Each 

senior wrote a short information sheet about 

themselves and thank you to loved ones and 

their church family that I read. A slide show 

presentation of the senior was shown of each 

of them throughout their years at St. Johnôs. 

Again, congratulations to: Rhett Atkinson, 

Joshua Jones, Jared Reed, Daniel Ricks, 

Sarah Tupper, and Kate Williams. 

 

Motherôs Day Luncheon  

 
The youth and the men prepared and served 

lunch for the mothers on Motherôs Day. The 

Sunday Fun Group made the table directions. 

Sixty or so were served lunch. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The annual youth yard sale will be July 8 

& 9 8:00 amð5:00 pm. This year the 

Women of Mission Circle will help with 

the yard sale and each group will share the 

proceeds. Start now collecting items to 

donate. We ask that all items be clean. All 

items needs to be at the church no later 

than Monday, July 5. 

 

Soda Can Tabs  
 

A reminder that the youth group is saving 

soda can tabs for the Shriners Hospital. 

There is a collection box in the kitchen and 

up stairs on the table in the hall. Please 

help us help others by saving your tabs and 

bring them in. We also collect cans and 

recycle them. You may also bring them in. 

 

Youth Sunday 

Youth News  
                 By Dixie Hall 

Youth 
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    Sunday Funday Kids  
 ! ÇÒÏÕÐ ÏÆ ËÉÄÓ ÉÓ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÖÅ ÁÔ 3ÔȢ *ÏÈÎȭÓȦ  4ÈÅ 3ÕÎÄÁÙ &ÕÎÄÁÙ +ÉÄÓ ÁÒÅ 
kids from preschool age to 6th grade whose main goal is to have fun praising God.  
We plan on meeting once a month, usually on a Sunday afternoon after church.  Six 
kids were at our first get-together on April 11th:  Josie Raines, Caroline Frum, Ian 
Lance, Noah Lance, Casey Jones and his friend Ben Fox.   We made our own pizzas 
ÁÎÄ ÄÉÓÃÏÖÅÒÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÐÉÚÚÁ ÉÓÎȭÔ ÁÌ×ÁÙÓ ÒÏÕÎÄȦ  )Ô ÃÁÎ ÂÅ ÓÈÁÐÅÄ ÌÉËÅ Á ÔÒÕÃËȟ Á ÄÏÇȟ 
and even WV emblem.  After lunch we played a few games and provided Pastor 
Tim with some chalk artwork on the driveway. 
  
 We followed that Funday with another on May 2nd.  This was a work day!  
7Å ÍÁÄÅ ÔÈÅ ÔÁÂÌÅ ÄÅÃÏÒÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ -ÏÔÈÅÒȭÓ $ÁÙ ÌÕÎÃÈÅÏÎȢ  ,ÅÔȭÓ ÊÕÓÔ ÓÁÙ ÔÈÁÔ 
making tissue paper flowers and coloring cards was not a boy thing.  They did, 
however, have a lot of fun eating chicken nuggets and fries for lunch.  Just how 
much ketchup can 10 kids eat?  A whole bottle!  The flower arrangements were 
pretty and since it was raining outside anyway,  it was a good inside activity.  We 
even had a few more kids.  Trevor and William Ward were there and they brought 
their friend Ben Smith.  Caroline, Josie, Noah and Ian were back and Casey invited 
his friend Lucille.  We were happy to have Olivia White there with her artistic tal-
ent to oversee the making of the decorations.  Thank you to Rebekah Ricks, Cody 
and Kenny Kudrick for helping with the Funday! 

 
/Î -ÏÔÈÅÒȭÓ $ÁÙ ÔÈÅ &ÕÎÄÁÙ +ÉÄÓ ÈÁÎÄÅÄ ÏÕÔ ÃÁÎÄÙ ÔÏ ÁÌÌ ÍÏÔÈÅÒÓ ÁÓ ÔÈÅÙ 

came into church.  The mothers and grandmothers enjoyed the paper flower ar-
rangements and many took them home. 

 
We plan to meet again when school is out on June 13th at about 12:30-3:00 

at the property.  This will be an OUTSIDE Funday.  Lunch will be a cookout and we 
will play games like kickball and maybe take a little hike.  All kids are invited and 
hopefully everyone will bring a friend from outside of church! 

 

 



Church Work Days,  
We had two great church work days in 
May. Many special thanks to the latest 
team of Bob Barker, Mary Carpenter, Mary
-Ann and Roy Rishel, and Charlie Staats 
for the landscape trimming, cleaning up, 
and general lawn work.  
 
This workday also included new mulch and 
flowers for the front of the church and par-
sonage. Really looks great team. 
 

 
 

We are moving our efforts to the outside of 
the church. We will continue some activi-
ties on the inside as needed.  
 
To support our workdays, the trustees 
have developed a list of planned project 
which if available in the office for review. If 
you have any suggestion for additional 
projects around the church, please let 
Mary at (304-927-3001) or Joe at (304-577
-6303) know.  

 
As for additional workdays, stay tuned for 
announcements or contact Joe to volun-

teer or get more information. 
 

 

Sharing Godôs Grace and Gifts 
Our Handy Person service is up and 
running.  We have done several pro-
jects for our members. It makes a per-
son feel good to share Godôs grace 
and Gifts by using their time and tal-
ents to serve those that are may not be 
able to do some tasks themselves. 

If you, or if you know of someone in our 
church community who might like some 
special help in or around their home, 
please contact the church office at: 304
-927-3001 and please let Mary know of 
your needs.  

 

Next Menôs Fellowship 

Our next menôs fellowship is scheduled 
for June 14, 2010 (2nd Monday) at our 
St. Johnôs Heights picnic pavilion. 
 
 A main course off the grill will be pro-
vided for the attendees. It is requested 
that each participant bring a small side 
dish to share. 
 

One activity for this meeting will be the 
setting up of our tent to support our two 
planned summer  

 

" Do all the good you can, in all the 

places you can, to all the people you 

can."  

- John Wesley 

 

ñWe are striving to help our congregation become vital and alive with spiritually growing menò. 
 

By Joe Woolweaver 



                                                                                            

                                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. John's United Methodist Church 
Vacation Bible School (VBS) 

    July 19-23, 2010 - 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The United Methodist Women will meet 

Monday, June 7 at the church. Bring a 

snack to share with the group. We will be 

discussing the parlor and some fund rais-

ing ideas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The United Methodist Women will meet 

Monday, June 7 at the church. Bring a 

snack to share with the group. We will be 

discussing the parlor and some fund rais-

ing ideas. 

 

Church Parking Reminder  
As most of you all know we do not have a permanent parking lot associated with St. Johnôs 
United Methodist Church. However, we are truly blessed with wonderful neighbors at the Taylor
-Vandale Funeral Home. They have graciously allowed us to use their parking lot for our 
Sunday morning worship services when they do not have a need for their parking use.  
Therefore, as good neighbors ourselves, we must always remember that the parking lot 
belongs to the Funeral Home and when they have a need for its use to support a funeral or 
other business activity, we must fully respect that need and not park in the parking lot. 
Generally when their need arises, there is always ample parking available on the Church Street 
in front of the church or downtown.  I myself have found the short walk back to the church a 
good time to remember how blessed we are to have our neighbors at Taylor-Vandale, thank 
God for them, and enjoy the walk through our community.  
Therefore, as a reminder, Funeral Home personnel will place traffic cones across the entrance, 
they have a specific need for the parking lot.  When the traffic cones are across the parking 
lot entrance, we are not to enter and park there,  even at the time you arrive, the parking lot 
does not appear to be in use. These traffic cones are a signal to us that they are planning to 
use the parking lot in the very near future. 
Thank you for your continued consideration and appreciation to our wonderful neighbors 
Trustees 

P.S. On those occasions when the Funeral Homeôs parking lot is in use and you may have a 

specific need to park close to the church, our Methodist Men can provide valet service. The 

men will park your car downtown for you and retrieve your car after our worship service and 

bring it back to the front door of the church for you upon request. 
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